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Minutes of the City of Calera Council Meeting June 6, 2022

The Council of the City of Calera met in the Council Chambers of the City Hall at 7901 Highway 
31 on Monday, May 16, 2022, at 6:30 p.m., in a regular meeting. Mayor Pro Tem Montgomery 
residing.

Mayor and Council Members Present:

Philip Busby, Council Member
Kenny Dale Cost, Council Member
Ernest Montgomery, Council Member
Calvin Morgan, Council Member
Kay Snowden Turner, Council Member

Absent:

Jon G. Graham, Mayor
Alan Watts, Council Member

City Attorney:

Bill Justice

Guests:

Sean Kendrick, James Fuller, David Hyche, Bill Hilyer, Alison Powers, Reggie Darden, Chris 
Pappas, Jackie Batson, Dennis Torrealba, Markus Snowden, Bill and Ann Davis, Dawn Gragg, 
Seth Gandy, Kelly Ellison, Mrs. Baxley, Justin Thomas, Marvin Gentry, Timothy P. Donahue, Sr., 
Tip Edwards, Wayne Nunnally, Nate Nunnally, Mark Wheeler

Mayor Pro Tem Montgomery called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Word of Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance:
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Calvin Morgan opened the meeting with prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Minutes:

Council Member Morgan made a motion to approve and dispense with the reading of the 
following minutes:

Regular Meeting – May 16, 2022
Work Session – May 16, 2022

Council Member Cost seconded said motion and upon vote, the results were as
follows:

AYES: Busby, Cost, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner

NAYS: None

Motion Passed

Old Business:

No old Business

New Business:

Resolution No. 2022-18 ACT 2022-229 Retiree One Time Lump Sum 
Payment

Council Member Morgan moved that Resolution No. R-2022-18 is adopted. Council Member 
Turner seconded said motion and upon vote, the results were as follows:

AYES:  Busby, Cost, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner

NAYS: None

Motion Passed – Adopted this 6th day of June 2022
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Ordinance No. 2022-16 Public Hearing – Three Cent Proposed Increase
in the City’s Lodging Tax Rate

Recognition of the Calera High School Softball Team

Municipal Board Appointment - The Calera Downtown 
Redevelopment Authority

Approval Request to appoint the following members to The Calera Downtown Redevelopment 
Authority Board: Clara Faye Baxley, Jackie Lynn Batson, Karl Kemp, and Two Alternates: Ricky 
Walton, Taylor G. Neal

Council Member Cost moved to approve the appointments as requested to The Calera 
Downtown Redevelopment Authority. Council Member Turner seconded said motion and upon 
vote, the results were as follows:

AYES:  Busby, Cost, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner

NAYS: None

Motion Passed – Adopted this 6th day of June 2022

Ordinance No. 2022-14 – Myrtice E. Welch –Rezoning Request from 
MR to M1 – Public Hearing

Council Member Busby moved unanimous consent of the Council is given for immediate
action upon said Ordinance. Council Member Morgan second said motion and upon vote the 
results was as follows:

AYES: Busby, Cost, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner

NAYS:  None

Thereupon, the Mayor Pro Tem declared said motion carried and unanimous consent given for 
the consideration of said Ordinance.

Council Member Busby moved Ordinance No. 2022-14 be adopted. Council Member Morgan 
seconded said motion and upon vote the results was as follows:

AYES:  Busby, Cost, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner
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NAYS:  None

Motion Passed – Adopted this 6th day of June 2022

Ordinance No. 2022-15 – Camille Patterson Elliott, John Cecil 
Patterson Testamentary Trust –Rezoning Request from MR to M1 – 
Public Hearing

Council Member Cost moved unanimous consent of the Council is given for immediate
action upon said Ordinance. Council Member Busby second said motion and upon vote the 
results was as follows:

AYES: Busby, Cost, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner

NAYS:  None

Thereupon, the Mayor Pro Tem declared said motion carried and unanimous consent given for 
the consideration of said Ordinance.

Council Member Cost moved Ordinance No. 2022-15 be adopted. Council Member Turner 
seconded said motion and upon vote the results was as follows:

AYES:  Busby, Cost, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner

NAYS:  None

Motion Passed – Adopted this 6th day of June 2022

Guests:

Jackie Batson
Calera Main Street

Mr. Timothy P. Donahue, Sr. – Appointed by AMIC to represent the City of Calera
MDR Calera, LLC. dba MDR Calera Spirits, vs City of Calera
Executive Session – Legal Advice and Counsel
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STATE OF ALABAMA )
CITY OF CALERA   )

MINUTE EXCERPTS AND MOTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION
 PURSUANT TO THE ALABAMA OPEN MEETINGS LAW

A05-0145

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Calera, with a quorum being present, was
conducting a regular Council Meeting on the 6th day of June 2022, the time, date, place and
agenda of which were duly announced and notices of which were posted in accordance with
the Alabama Open Meetings Law, Act 2005-40 (Act); and,

WHEREAS, during the course of said meeting, a motion was made by Councilmember
Cost  for the Council to go into Executive Session for the purpose of Legal  Advice  and  Counsel
being one of the following purposes authorized by the Act:

 Reputation and Character
 Legal Advice and Counsel
 Security Plans
 State and/or Federal Law
 Law Enforcement
 Real Estate Transactions
 Trade Secrets
 Public Employee Negotiations
 Quasi-Judicial Deliberations

which motion was seconded by Councilmember Busby; and,

WHEREAS, the City Attorney advised the Council that a declaration was required by the
Act for an Executive Session if it was in regard to any of the following purposes:

 Legal Advice and Counsel
 Law Enforcement
 Trade Secrets
 Employee Negotiations

WHEREAS, Mr. Bill Justice appeared before the Council and stated for the record that he
is an attorney licensed to practice law in the State of Alabama and had the personal knowledge
to provide the requisite declaration that the stated purpose of the Executive Session is
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authorized by the Act and informed the Council that an Executive Session was necessary for the
following reasons: Legal Advice and Counsel to discuss with the attorney the legal ramifications
of and legal options for pending litigation.

WHEREAS, the Presiding Officer directed the City Clerk to enter said motion, purpose
and declaration, if made, into the minutes of the meeting and called for a vote on said motion;
and,

WHEREAS, said vote in regard to the motion for Executive Session was taken with the
“yeas” and “nays” being recorded into the minutes as follows:

Yeas Nays

1. Morgan
2. Montgomery
3. Cost
4. Busby
5. Turner
6.

and the Presiding Officer declared that a majority of the votes being in favor of the motion, that
such motion had therefore passed, and the Council would forthwith recess into Executive
Session for the purpose as stated in said motion and no other purpose, in accordance with the
Act and reconvene in approximately 10 minutes.

Mayor Pro Tem Montgomery included the following individuals in the executive session: Ernest
Montgomery, Calvin Morgan, Kenny Dale Cost, Philip Busby, Kay Snowden Turner, Connie
Payton, Mr. Timothy P. Donahue, Sr., Mr. Bill Justice

The meeting went into executive session at 7:17 p.m.

Council Member Busby made a motion to go back into the regular scheduled council meeting at
7:35 p.m. Council Member Morgan seconded said motion an upon vote, the results were as 
follows:

AYES: Busby, Cost, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner

NAYS: None

Legal Advice and Counsel Recommendation:  Rescind the Denial of the 011 – Lounge Retail 
Liquor – Class II Package for MDR Calera Spirits, DBA MDR Calera LLC made at the April 18, 
2022, council meeting and in return vote to approve the issuance of the liquor license.  Once 
approve the City Clerk will notify the ABC Board of the approval.  (Application Attached)
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Council Member Cost made a motion to approve the 011 – Lounge Retail Liquor – Class II 
Package for MDR Calera, LLC DBA Calera Spirits.   Council Member Morgan seconded said 
motion an upon vote, the results were as follows:

AYES: Busby, Cost, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner

NAYS: None

Council Member Busby made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:38 p.m.

Approved this 20th day of June 2022.

____________________________
Ernest Montgomery, Mayor Pro Tem

ATTEST:
_____________________________
Connie B. Payton, City Clerk   

To view our City Council Meeting  please click the link below:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x7pG-6qTlfU
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Mayor Pro Tem Montgomery introduced the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. R-2022-18
ACT – 2022-229

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
CALERA, ALABAMA AS FOLLOWS:

Be it resolved that the City of Calera, through its governing authority, elects to come under the 
provisions of Section 2 of Act 229 of the Regular Session of the 2022 Legislature.

The City of Calera agrees to provide all funds necessary to the Employees’ Retirement System to
cover the cost of the one-time lump sum payment as provided for by this Act for those eligible 
retirees and beneficiaries of deceased retirees of The City of Calera with the aforementioned 
lump sum payment being paid October 2022.

Council Member Morgan moved that Resolution No. R-2022-18 is adopted.  Council 
Member Turner seconded said motion and upon vote, the results were as follows:

AYES: Montgomery, Morgan, Cost, Busby, Turner   

NAYS:   None

Mayor Pro Tem Montgomery declared Resolution No. R-2022-18 adopted.

Adopted this 6th day of June 2022.

_____________________________            _______________________
Connie Payton, City Clerk                           Ernest Montgomery, Mayor Pro Tem

Certification

I, Connie B. Payton, City Clerk, City of Calera, hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of Resolution passed on this 6th day of June 2022.

_________________________
Connie B. Payton

_________________________
City Clerk
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From 3% to 6%

 Mayor Graham introduced the following Ordinance:

ORDINANCE  2022-16

An Ordinance amending Article X of the Ordinance Code of the City of Calera, Alabama, and
amending City of Calera Ordinance Adopted on September 19, 1994, pertaining to the levy and
collection of Lodgings Taxes:

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Calera, Alabama, that Ordinance adopted on
September 19, 1994, pertaining to the levy and collection of Lodgings Taxes is hereby amended
to read as follows:

ARTICLE X.  LODGINGS TAX

Sec. 5-151.  Levy of tax in city.

(a)  For the privilege of engaging or continuing within the city in the business activities
hereinafter referred to there is hereby levied, in addition to all other taxes of every kind now
imposed by law and shall be collected as herein provided a privilege or license tax against
the person on account of the business activities and in the amounts to be determined by the
application of rates against gross receipts as set out below.

(b)  There is hereby levied and imposed, in addition to all other taxes of every kind now
imposed by law, a privilege or license tax upon every person, firm, or corporation engaged
in the renting or furnishing rooms, lodgings, or other accommodations to transients for a
period of less than 180 days of continuous occupations and applies to all charges for
personal property used or furnished in such rooms or lodgings, or accommodations are
regularly furnished to transients for a consideration in an amount to be determined by the
application of the rate of six percent of the charge for such room, rooms, lodgings, or
accommodations.

(c)    The tax shall not apply to marine slips, places or spaces of tent camping, or places or
spaces provided for motor homes, travel trailers, self-propelled campers or house cars, truck
campers, or similar recreational vehicles commonly known as R.V.s, which are supplied for
a period of 90 continuous days or more in any place.

Sec. 5-152. - Levy of tax in police jurisdiction.

(a) For the privilege of engaging or continuing in the business activities hereinafter
referred to within the police jurisdiction of the city outside of its corporate limits there is
hereby levied, in addition to all taxes or every kind now imposed by law, and shall be
collected as herein provided, a privilege or license tax against the persons on account of
the business activities and in the amounts to be determined by the application of rates
against gross receipts as set out below.
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(b)  There is hereby levied and imposed, in addition to all other taxes of every kind now
imposed by law, a privilege or license tax upon every person, firm, or corporation engaging
in the business of renting or furnishing any room or rooms, lodgings, or accommodations to
transients in any hotel, motel, inn, tourist camp, tourist cabin or any other place in which
rooms, lodging, or accommodations are regularly furnished to transients for a consideration
in an amount to be determined by the application of the rate of three percent of the charge
for such room, rooms, lodgings, or accommodations, including the charge for use or rental
of personal property and services furnished in such room. The tax shall not apply to rooms,
lodgings, or accommodations supplied for a period of 180 continuous days or more in any
place. 

(c)    The tax shall not apply to marine slips, places or spaces of tent camping, or places or
spaces provided for motor homes, travel trailers, self-propelled campers or house cars, truck
campers, or similar recreational vehicles commonly known as R.V.s, which are supplied for
a period of 90 continuous days or more in any place.

Sec. 5-153. - Provisions of state lodgings tax statutes applicable to this article and taxes 
herein levied.

This article and the taxes herein levied shall be subject to all definitions, exceptions, 
exemptions, proceedings, requirements, rules, regulations, provisions, penalties, fines and 
punishments, and deductions that are applicable to the taxes levied by the state lodgings tax 
statutes, except where inapplicable or where herein otherwise provided, including all provisions 
of the state lodgings tax statutes for enforcement and collection of taxes.

Sec. 5-154. - Adding amount of tax to price.

Any person on whom the taxes levied by this article are imposed may add the tax herein 
levied to the receipts from rental of rooms, lodgings, or accommodations and may collect same 
from the occupants of such rooms, but this section is not mandatory. 

Sec. 5-155. - Article cumulative to general license code or ordinance.

This article shall not be construed to repeal any of the provisions of the general license code 
or ordinance of the city but shall be held to be cumulative, and the amounts of the taxes herein 
levied shall be in addition to the amounts of all other license taxes imposed by the city by its 
general license code or ordinance. 

Sec. 5-156. – Severability

Each and every provision of this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an independent
provision and the holding of any provision hereof to be void and invalid shall not affect any
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other provision hereof, and it is hereby declared that the other provisions of this Ordinance
would have been enacted regardless of any provision which might have been held invalid.
Sec. 5-157 – Effective date

This Ordinance shall become effective on the first day of September 2022, and the first
payment of taxes hereunder shall be due and payable on the twentieth day of October 2022.  The
Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect apply to each month of the year 2022 beginning
with the month of September 2022 and to each month of each calendar year thereafter from year
to year. 

Council Member ______ moved that unanimous consent of the Council be given for the 
immediate action upon said Ordinance.  Council Member ______ seconded said motion and 
upon vote the results were:

AYES: Montgomery, Watts, Morgan, Graham, Cost, Busby, Turner

NAYS:   None

The Mayor declared said motion carried and unanimous consent given.

Council Member _______ moved that Ordinance No. 2022-16 be adopted. Council Member 
____ seconded said motion and upon vote the results were as follows:

AYES: Montgomery, Watts, Morgan, Graham, Cost, Busby, Turner

NAYS:  None

Adopted this 20th day of June 2022.

Mayor Graham declared Ordinance No. 2022-16 adopted.

                   ______________________
        Jon G. Graham, Mayor

Attest:

__________________________________
Connie B. Payton, City Clerk
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From 3% to 7%

Mayor Graham introduced the following Ordinance:

ORDINANCE  2022-16

An Ordinance amending Article X of the Ordinance Code of the City of Calera, Alabama, and
amending City of Calera Ordinance Adopted on September 19, 1994, pertaining to the levy and
collection of Lodgings Taxes:

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Calera, Alabama, that Ordinance adopted on
September 19, 1994, pertaining to the levy and collection of Lodgings Taxes is hereby amended
to read as follows:

ARTICLE X.  LODGINGS TAX

Sec. 5-151.  Levy of tax in city.

(a)  For the privilege of engaging or continuing within the city in the business activities
hereinafter referred to there is hereby levied, in addition to all other taxes of every kind now
imposed by law and shall be collected as herein provided a privilege or license tax against
the person on account of the business activities and in the amounts to be determined by the
application of rates against gross receipts as set out below. 

(b)  There is hereby levied and imposed, in addition to all other taxes of every kind now
imposed by law, a privilege or license tax upon every person, firm, or corporation engaged
in the renting or furnishing rooms, lodgings, or other accommodations to transients for a
period of less than 180 days of continuous occupations and applies to all charges for
personal property used or furnished in such rooms or lodgings, or accommodations are
regularly furnished to transients for a consideration in an amount to be determined by the
application of the rate of seven percent of the charge for such room, rooms, lodgings, or
accommodations.

(c)    The tax shall not apply to marine slips, places or spaces of tent camping, or places or
spaces provided for motor homes, travel trailers, self-propelled campers or house cars, truck
campers, or similar recreational vehicles commonly known as R.V.s, which are supplied for
a period of 90 continuous days or more in any place.

Sec. 5-152. - Levy of tax in police jurisdiction.

(b) For the privilege of engaging or continuing in the business activities hereinafter
referred to within the police jurisdiction of the city outside of its corporate limits there is
hereby levied, in addition to all taxes or every kind now imposed by law, and shall be
collected as herein provided, a privilege or license tax against the persons on account of
the business activities and in the amounts to be determined by the application of rates
against gross receipts as set out below.
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(b)  There is hereby levied and imposed, in addition to all other taxes of every kind now
imposed by law, a privilege or license tax upon every person, firm, or corporation engaging
in the business of renting or furnishing any room or rooms, lodgings, or accommodations to
transients in any hotel, motel, inn, tourist camp, tourist cabin or any other place in which
rooms, lodging, or accommodations are regularly furnished to transients for a consideration
in an amount to be determined by the application of the rate of three and half percent of the
charge for such room, rooms, lodgings, or accommodations, including the charge for use or
rental of personal property and services furnished in such room. The tax shall not apply to
rooms, lodgings, or accommodations supplied for a period of 180 continuous days or more
in any place. 

(c)    The tax shall not apply to marine slips, places or spaces of tent camping, or places or
spaces provided for motor homes, travel trailers, self-propelled campers or house cars, truck
campers, or similar recreational vehicles commonly known as R.V.s, which are supplied for
a period of 90 continuous days or more in any place.

Sec. 5-153. - Provisions of state lodgings tax statutes applicable to this article and taxes 
herein levied.

This article and the taxes herein levied shall be subject to all definitions, exceptions, 
exemptions, proceedings, requirements, rules, regulations, provisions, penalties, fines and 
punishments, and deductions that are applicable to the taxes levied by the state lodgings tax 
statutes, except where inapplicable or where herein otherwise provided, including all provisions 
of the state lodgings tax statutes for enforcement and collection of taxes.

Sec. 5-154. - Adding amount of tax to price.

Any person on whom the taxes levied by this article are imposed may add the tax herein 
levied to the receipts from rental of rooms, lodgings, or accommodations and may collect same 
from the occupants of such rooms, but this section is not mandatory. 

Sec. 5-155. - Article cumulative to general license code or ordinance.

This article shall not be construed to repeal any of the provisions of the general license code 
or ordinance of the city but shall be held to be cumulative, and the amounts of the taxes herein 
levied shall be in addition to the amounts of all other license taxes imposed by the city by its 
general license code or ordinance. 

Sec. 5-156. – Severability

Each and every provision of this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an independent
provision and the holding of any provision hereof to be void and invalid shall not affect any
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other provision hereof, and it is hereby declared that the other provisions of this Ordinance
would have been enacted regardless of any provision which might have been held invalid.
Sec. 5-157 – Effective date

This Ordinance shall become effective on the first day of September 2022, and the first
payment of taxes hereunder shall be due and payable on the twentieth day of October 2022.  The
Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect apply to each month of the year 2022 beginning
with the month of September 2022 and to each month of each calendar year thereafter from year
to year. 

Council Member ______ moved that unanimous consent of the Council be given for the 
immediate action upon said Ordinance.  Council Member ______ seconded said motion and 
upon vote the results were:

AYES: Montgomery, Watts, Morgan, Graham, Cost, Busby, Turner

NAYS:   None

The Mayor declared said motion carried and unanimous consent given.

Council Member _______ moved that Ordinance No. 2022-16 be adopted. Council Member 
____ seconded said motion and upon vote the results were as follows:

AYES: Montgomery, Watts, Morgan, Graham, Cost, Busby, Turner

NAYS:  None

Adopted this 20th day of June 2022.

Mayor Graham declared Ordinance No. 2022-16 adopted.

                   ______________________
        Jon G. Graham, Mayor

Attest:

__________________________________
Connie B. Payton, City Clerk
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Mayor Pro Tem Montgomery introduced the following Ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-14

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Calera, Alabama

conducted a public hearing on May 3, 2022 and has recommended changes in the City of Calera 

zoning map, and advises that said zoning is in compliance with the City of Calera 

Comprehensive Plan, and

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Calera, Alabama has conducted a public hearing 

after proper legal and actual notice to landowners to consider changes in the zoning map 

recommended by the Planning Commission.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALERA, ALABAMA AS FOLLOWS:

That the zoning request of property described in Exhibit A be rezoned as follows:

From:  MR (Municipal Reserve)

 To: M1 (Light Industrial)

Council Member Busby moved that unanimous consent of the Council be given for 

immediate action upon Ordinance No. 2022-14.   Council Member Morgan seconded said 

motion and upon vote, the results were as follows:

AYES: Busby, Cost, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner

NAYS: None

Thereupon, the Mayor Pro Tem declared said motion carried and unanimous consent 

given for the consideration of said Ordinance.  
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Council Member Busby moved that Ordinance No. 2022-14 be adopted.  Council 

Member Morgan seconded said motion and upon vote, the results were as follows:

AYES:  Busby, Cost, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner

NAYS: None

 Mayor Pro Tem Montgomery declared Ordinance No. 2022-14 adopted.

Adopted this 6th day of June 2022.

_________________________           _______________________
Connie B. Payton, City Clerk                Ernest Montgomery, Mayor Pro Tem
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Mayor Pro Tem Montgomery introduced the following Ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-15

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Calera, Alabama

conducted a public hearing on May 3, 2022 and has recommended changes in the City of Calera 

zoning map, and advises that said zoning is in compliance with the City of Calera 

Comprehensive Plan, and

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Calera, Alabama has conducted a public hearing 

after proper legal and actual notice to landowners to consider changes in the zoning map 

recommended by the Planning Commission.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALERA, ALABAMA AS FOLLOWS:

That the zoning request of property described in Exhibit A be rezoned as follows:

From:  MR (Municipal Reserve)

 To: M1 (Light Industrial)

Council Member Cost moved that unanimous consent of the Council be given for 

immediate action upon Ordinance No. 2022-15.   Council Member Busby seconded said motion 

and upon vote, the results were as follows:

AYES: Busby, Cost, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner

NAYS: None

Thereupon, the Mayor Pro Tem declared said motion carried and unanimous consent 

given for the consideration of said Ordinance.  
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Council Member Cost moved that Ordinance No. 2022-15 be adopted.  Council Member 

Turner seconded said motion and upon vote, the results were as follows:

AYES:  Busby, Cost, Graham, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner

NAYS: None

 Mayor Pro Tem Montgomery declared Ordinance No. 2022-15 adopted.

Adopted this 6th day of June 2022.

_________________________           _______________________
Connie B. Payton, City Clerk                Ernest Montgomery, Mayor Pro Tem
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