
 
Regular City Council Meeting and Work Session 

Council Chambers — 7901 Highway 31 Calera, Alabama  
March 23, 2026 

Council Work Session Time 6:00 PM 
Council Meeting Time 6:30 PM 

 

Department Head Meeting Time: 4:30 PM 
  
Reports of the Department Heads 
  
CALL TO ORDER - WORK SESSION / PRE-COUNCIL 6:00 PM 
  

City Attorney 
Bent Owens 
  
Mayor’s Report 
Kenny Dale Cost, Mayor 
  
Council President’s Report 
Drew Bradshaw 
  
Council Member Reports 

           Chris Bunn, Councilmember 
Debbie Byers, Council President Pro Tem 
Henry Davis, Councilmember 
Calvin Morgan, Councilmember 
Kay Snowden Turner, Councilmember 

  
ROLL CALL 
  
CALL TO ORDER (REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 6:30 PM) 
  
Word of Prayer & Pledge of Allegiance 
  
Approval of Agenda 
  
Approval of Minutes 
  
Minutes from March 2nd, 2026 Work Session and Meeting 
  
Old Business 
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New Business 
  
City of Calera - Municipal Flag Design Approval 
  
Chief David Hyche 
Letter of Commendation 
Detective Blake Littleton 
  
Kelly Ellison 
Finance Director 
Budget Adjustments 
  
Planning and Zoning Member Appointment 
Arthur Teele 
  
Proclamation  
Recognizing March 2026 as National Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month 
  
Resolution No. 2026-17  
Resolution for adopting procedures for invocations prior to City Council meetings 
  
Ordinance No. 2026-04 
Ordinance Amending Ord. 2025-18 Spire Franchise Agreement 
  
Guests: 
  
Calera Main Street 
  
Demus Copeland, Candidate for Shelby County Tax Commissioner 
  
Will Evans 
  
Public Comments 
  
Motion to Adjourn - Time 
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Minutes of the City of Calera City Council Meeting 

The Council of the City of Calera met in the Council Chambers of the City Hall at 
7901 Highway 31 on March 2, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. in a regular meeting.  Council 
President Drew Bradshaw presiding. 

CALL TO ORDER- DEPARTMENT HEAD MEETING/WORK SESSION/ PRE-
COUNCIL 

The Department Head meeting was called to order at 4:30 pm, Mayor Kenny Dale Cost 
presiding. 

The Work Session was called to order at 6:00 pm with Council President Drew 
Bradshaw presiding. 

ROLL CALL 

Kenny Dale Cost, Mayor 
 
Councilmembers’ Present: 
Calvin Morgan, Council Member 
Chris Bunn, Council Member 
Debbie Byers, Council President Pro-Tem 
Drew Bradshaw, Council President  
Henry Davis, Council Member 
Kay Snowden Turner, Council Member 
 
Report of City Attorney- Grace Graham 
 
Report of Department Heads 
Kay Snowden Turner, Dennis Torrealba, James Fuller, Kevin Shirey, Reggie Darden, 
Drew Charcandy, Rachel Vesely, Tabitha Anderson, Henry Davis, Calvin Morgan, 
Roger Smith, William Hilyer, Kelly Ellison, Sean Kendrick, Chris Bunn, Drew Bradshaw, 
David Hyche, Debbie Byers, Stacy Walkup and Mayor Kenny Dale Cost 
 
Report of Council Members 
Drew Bradshaw, Council President  
Debbie Byers, Council President Pro-Tem 
Henry Davis, Council Member 
Calvin Morgan, Council Member 
Chris Bunn, Council Member 
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Kay Snowden Turner, Council Member 
 
Mayor Report 
Kenny Dale Cost 
 
CALL TO ORDER REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
The Regular City Council Meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM with Drew Bradshaw 
presiding. 
 
Word of Prayer & Pledge of Allegiance 
Pastor Paul Armstrong, Journey Baptist Church 
 
Agenda 
 
Councilmember Turner made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by 
Councilmember Byers and the results were as follows: 
 
AYES:   Bradshaw, Byers, Davis, Bunn, Morgan, Turner 
 
NAYS:   None 
 
Motion Passed 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Regular Meeting on February 16, 2026 
Work Session- February 16, 2026 
 
Councilmember Morgan made a motion to dispense of the reading of the minutes and to 
approve the minutes, seconded by Councilmember Bunn.   
 
AYES:   Bradshaw, Byers, Davis, Bunn, Morgan, Turner 
 
NAYS:   None 
 
Motion Passed 
 
Old Business 
 
New Business 
 
Guests: 
Calera Cadets 
Main Street 
Jacob Tidmore, Shelby County Tax Commissioner 
Jay Welborn, Candidate for Judge 
Blake Huynh  
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Carl Doerfler 
Erica Hopkins- Arc of Shelby County 
 
Motion to Adjourn- Time 
Council Member Bunn made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Davis at 
7:10 pm    
 

_______________________   ________________________________ 

Kenny Dale Cost, Mayor    Drew Bradshaw, Council President    

ATTEST:  ________________________________                           

 Stacy Walkup, City Clerk                                  
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CITY OF CALERA, ALABAMA 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-17 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING PROCEDURES FOR INVOCATIONS PRIOR 
TO MEETINGS OF THE CALERA CITY COUNCIL 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Calera, Alabama desires to solemnize 
the proceedings of its meetings through an invocation or moment of prayer prior to 
the conduct of official business; and 

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court of the United States has long recognized that 
legislative prayer is consistent with the First Amendment when conducted in a 
manner that respects religious diversity and avoids coercion; and 

WHEREAS, in Marsh v. Chambers, the Supreme Court held that legislative prayer 
is deeply embedded in the history and tradition of the United States and does not 
violate the Establishment Clause when used to solemnize governmental 
proceedings; and 

WHEREAS, in Town of Greece v. Galloway, the Supreme Court reaffirmed that 
local governments may open meetings with an invocation so long as the practice 
does not discriminate among faiths or coerce participation by attendees; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council seeks to establish clear procedures governing 
invocations that respect the constitutional protections of both the Establishment 
Clause and the Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF CALERA, ALABAMA AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Purpose 

The purpose of this Resolution is to establish a voluntary invocation practice 
intended to solemnize the proceedings of the City Council and to reflect the long-
standing tradition of legislative prayer recognized by the courts of the United States. 

This policy is not intended, and shall not be implemented or construed in any way, 
to affiliate the Council with, nor express the Council’s preference for, any faith or 
religious denomination. 
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Section 2. Invocation Prior to Meetings 

An invocation or moment of reflection may be offered prior to the official call to 
order of each regular meeting of the City Council. 

The invocation shall be delivered for the benefit of the Council and those in 
attendance as a solemnizing expression. 

Section 3. Participation is Voluntary 

Participation in the invocation shall be strictly voluntary. 

No member of the public, City employee, or elected official shall be required to 
participate in any invocation, stand, bow their head, or otherwise engage in any 
religious observance. 

Nor shall any decision of any City employee or official be determined or influenced 
by participation or non-participation in any invocation.   

Section 4. Procedures for Selecting Speaker 

The City Clerk herein is directed to compile and maintain a database of religious 
institutions in the City.  The database shall be compiled by referencing the listing for 
churches, synagogues, congregations, temples, mosques or other religious 
assemblies from several sources to include the internet and Yellow pages and in 
consultation with any community and/or business group wishing to participate.   

The database may also include any religious institution located outside City limits, 
but which is attended by at least one City resident.  The database may also include 
any other entity, community or business group operating within City limits that 
wishes to provide an invocation.  Such institutions may submit a request to be 
included in the database by writing to the City Clerk at City Hall.   

The first database shall be developed by May 1, 2026.  The Clerk shall subsequently 
send out a letter within two weeks to each institution on the list as follows: 

Dear Sir or Madam,  

The City Council makes it a policy to invite members of 
the clergy and others in the City of Calera to voluntarily 
offer an invocation before the beginning of its meetings, 
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for the benefit and blessing of the City Council. As the 
leader of one of the religious institutions or other 
community/business group operating in or for the benefit 
of the City and its residents, you are eligible to offer the 
invocation at an upcoming meeting of the City Council.  

If you are willing to assist the City Council in this regard, 
please send a written reply at your earliest convenience to 
the City Clerk at the address included on this letterhead.  

Individuals are scheduled on a first-come, first-serve or 
other random basis. The dates of the City Council’s 
scheduled meetings for the upcoming year are listed on the 
following, attached page. If you have a preference among 
the dates, please state that request in your written reply.  

This opportunity is voluntary, and you are free to offer the 
invocation according to the dictates of your own 
conscience. To maintain a spirit of respect, the City 
Council requests only that the invocation opportunity not 
be exploited as an effort to convert others to the particular 
faith of the invocational speaker, nor to disparage any 
faith or belief different than that of the invocational 
speaker.  

On behalf of the City Council, I thank you in advance for 
considering this invitation.  

Sincerely, City Clerk 

The respondents to the invitation will be scheduled on a first-come, first-served 
basis, except that no speaker shall offer an invocation more than three times per 
calendar year, or twice in a row.   

The Clerk shall make every reasonable effort to ensure that a variety of eligible 
invocation speakers are scheduled for the Council’s meetings.   

Page 11 of 15



4 
 

Following the first compilation, the database shall be updated by November 1 of 
each year, with the letter sent to each entity on the database by December 1 of each 
year. 

Section 5. Compensation 

No compensation shall be provided to any invocation speaker.  

Section 6. No Speaker Available 

If no person has volunteered to provide an invocation on that particular day, the 
Council President shall ask if a member of the audience is available to offer an 
invocation.  The Council president shall accept any volunteer on a first-come basis.  
If no volunteer is available, the Council shall observe a moment of silence.   

 

Council Member     moved that Resolution No. ________ be adopted.  
Council Member     seconded said motion and upon vote, said 
resolution passed by a majority vote of all members of the Council present and the 
President of the Council declared the same passed and adopted. 

 

Adopted this _____ day of _________ 2026. 

            _______________________________ 
   Drew Bradshaw, Council President  

 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________ _________________________________ 
Stacy Walkup, Asst City Clerk     Kenny Dale Cost, Mayor 
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