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Minutes of the City of Calera Council Meeting June 16, 2025

The Council of the City of Calera met in the Council Chambers of the City Hall at 7901 Highway 31 
on Monday, June 16, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. in a regular meeting. Mayor Graham presiding.

Mayor and Council Members Present:

Jon G. Graham, Mayor
Debbie Byers, Council Member
Kenny Dale Cost, Council Member
Ernest Montgomery, Mayor Pro Tem
Calvin Morgan, Council Member
Kay Snowden Turner, Council Member
Alan Watts, Council Member

Attorney:

Brian Kilgore

Department Heads:

James Fuller, David Hyche, Sean Kendrick, Reggie Darden, Kelly Ellison, Bill Hilyer, Seth Gandy, Kevin Shirey, 
Alison Powers, Stacy Walkup

Guests:

Richard Byers, Daniel Locke, Dennis Torrealba, Dee Starkey, Dawn Cost, Drew Bradshaw, Chris Bunn, David 
Morgan, Bill Davis, Terrell Lykes, Cara Stallman, Elaine & Breck Carroll

Mayor Graham called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Word of Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance:

Council Member Watts opened the meeting with prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.
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Approval of Agenda:

Council Member Byers made a motion to approve the Agenda for June 16, 2025.  Council Meeting.
Council Member Watts seconded said motion and upon vote, the results were as follows:

AYES: Byers, Cost, Graham, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner. Watts

NAYS: None

Motion Passed

Approval of Minutes:

Council Member Cost made a motion to approve and dispense with the reading of the following 
minutes: 

Regular Meeting – June 2, 2025
Work Session – June 2, 2025

Council Member Morgan seconded said motion and upon vote, the results were as
follows:

AYES: Byers, Cost, Graham, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner, Watts

NAYS: None

Motion Passed

Old Business:

No Old Business

New Business:

Kelly Ellison, Finance Director –Budget Adjustments (See Attached 
Documents)

Council Member Montgomery made a motion to approve the Budget Adjustments. Council 
Member Watts seconded said motion and upon vote, the results were as follows:

AYES: Byers, Cost, Graham, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner, Watts
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NAYS: None

Motion Passed

Resolution No. 2025-35 Appointing City Clerk Election Manager and 
Absentee Election Manager

Council Member Byers made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-35. Council Member Montgomery 

seconded said motion and upon vote, the results were as follows:

AYES: Byers, Cost, Graham, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner, Watts

NAYS: None

Motion Passed

Public Hearing – Completion of Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) Project No. LR-CM-PF-23-002

Council Member Cost made a motion authorizing Mayor Graham to sign documents necessary to close out 

the CDBG Grant.  Council Member Watts seconded said motion and upon vote, the results were as 
follows:

AYES: Byers, Cost, Graham, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner, Watts

NAYS: None

Motion Passed

Resolution No. 2025-36 Memorandum of Understanding Shelby County 
for the Use of Count Election Equipment

Council Member Morgan made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-36. Council Member Turner 

seconded said motion and upon vote, the results were as follows:

AYES: Byers, Cost, Graham, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner, Watts

NAYS: None

Motion Passed



05120019.1 4

Ordinance No. 2025-05 Establishing the Use of Electronic Vote Counting
Devices DS200 and the ExpressVote Voter Assist Terminal

Council Member Watts moved that unanimous consent of the Council be given for immediate
action upon Ordinance No. 2025-05. Council Member Byers seconded said motion and upon vote,
the results were as follows:

AYES: Byers, Cost, Graham, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner, Watts

NAYS: None

Thereupon, the Mayor declared said motion carried and unanimous consent given for the 
consideration of said Ordinance.

Council Member Cost made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2025-05. Council Member 
Morgan seconded said motion and upon vote, the results were as follows:

AYES: Byers, Cost, Graham, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner, Watts

NAYS: None

Motion Passed – Adopted

Seth Gandy, Parks and Recreation Director Capital Request – Additional 
Fencing for Calera High School Football Field - $38,621.63

Council Member Cost made a motion to approve the Capital Request in the amount of $38,621.63 
for the fencing.  Council Member Byers seconded said motion and upon vote, the results were as 
follows:

AYES: Byers, Cost, Graham, Montgomery, Morgan, Turner, Watts

NAYS: None

Motion Passed

Guests:

Public Comments:

Terrell Lykes, Elaine & Breck Carroll
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Council Member Cost made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:14 p.m. 

Approved this 7th day of July 2025.
____________________________
Jon G. Graham, Mayor

ATTEST:
_____________________________
Connie B. Payton, City Clerk
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Mayor Graham introduced the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. R-2025-35

RESOLUTION APPOINTING CITY CLERK TO PERFORM THE MUNICIPAL
ELECTION DUTIES AND TO SERVE AS ABSENTEE ELECTION MANAGER

WHEREAS, a Municipal Election will be held in the City of Calera on the 26th day of 
August 2025, and if necessary, a run-off election on the 23rd day of September 2025.

WHEREAS, the Mayor of Calera will be a candidate in said election and is thereby 
disqualified due to his candidacy to perform certain election duties as set forth in Title 11 and Title 
17, Code of Alabama, 1975; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Calera, 
Alabama, as follows:

1. That the City Clerk / Treasurer, Connie B. Payton, is hereby appointed to perform all the 
duties otherwise required to be performed by the Mayor per Code of Alabama, 1975 with 
respect to the Municipal Election to be held in the City of Calera on August 26, 2025, and 
any run-off election ordered held with respect thereto on September 23, 2025.

2. That the City Clerk / Treasurer, Connie B. Payton, is hereby appointed to serve as the 
Absentee Election Manager to handle absentee ballots and perform such other duties as 
required by law in and about the holding of the August 26, 2025, and any run-off election 
held with respect thereto on September 23, 2025.

Council Member Byers moved that Resolution No. R-2025-35 be adopted.  Council 
Member Montgomery seconded said motion and upon vote, the results were as follows:

AYES: Montgomery, Watts, Morgan, Graham, Cost, Byers, Turner

NAYS:   None

Mayor Graham declared Resolution No. R-2025-35 adopted.

Adopted this 16th day of June 2025.

_____________________________               _______________________
Connie B. Payton, City Clerk                                  Jon G. Graham, Mayor
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Mayor Graham introduced the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION NO.  R-2025-36

CITY OF CALERA, ALABAMA

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO ENTER AN AGREEMENT WITH SHELBY
COUNTY FOR THE USE OF COUNTY ELECTION EQUIPMENT

WHEREAS, the City of Calera has requested the loan of County voting equipment known as the
ExpressVote device (2) and (5) DS200 voting machines for the upcoming municipal election; and

WHEREAS, Shelby County has agreed to loan this equipment at no cost to the City of Calera with
the understanding that the City of Calera must arrange a separate agreement with E, S, & S
Elections for pickup, delivery, setup, programming, and printing supply fees necessary to utilize the
DS200 and the ExpressVote device for voting purposes; and

WHEREAS, the City of Calera will be liable for the safe operation and care of the equipment and
shall be liable for any injury to person(s) or damage to loaned property and assumes full
responsibility for its use in City Elections and the return of the equipment to Shelby County; so

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Calera, authorizes the Mayor of
Calera the authority to enter into a memorandum of agreement between Shelby County and the City of
Calera for the use of this election equipment. 

Council Member Morgan moved that Resolution No. R-2025-36 be adopted, which motion was 
seconded by Council Member Turner and upon vote the results were as follows:

AYES:   Montgomery, Watts, Morgan, Graham, Cost, Byers, Turner

NAYS:   None

Adopted this 16th day of June, 2025.

Mayor Graham declared Resolution No. R-2025-36 adopted.

____________________________
Jon G. Graham, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________
Connie B. Payton, City Clerk
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Mayor Graham introduced the following Ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-05

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CALERA, ALABAMA, ESTABLISHING THE USE OF
ELECTRONIC VOTE COUNTING DEVICES

WHEREAS, Chapter 7 of Title 17 of the Code of Alabama (1975), as amended, and the regulations 
adopted pursuant thereto by the Alabama Voting Committee provide for the use of Electronic 
Vote Counting Systems; and

WHEREAS, Section 17-7-21 of the Code of Alabama (1975) provides that a municipality may, in its 
discretion by adoption of an appropriate ordinance, authorize, adopt, adopt, and direct the use of 
electronic vote counting systems for use in all elections in such municipality;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALERA, ALABAMA, 
AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. That for all elections held subsequent to the passage of this ordinance, the 
use of DS200 ballot scanner/voting machine and the ExpressVote Voter Assist Terminal,
a system which complies with Section 17-7-21 of the Code of Alabama (1975) and any 
regulations adopted pursuant thereto, is hereby authorized for the reporting, counting,
and tabulating of any and all election results.

SECTION 2. That the Mayor of the City of Calera is hereby authorized and directed to 
file a copy of this Ordinance with the Secretary of State as provided in Section 17-7-21, 
Code of Alabama (1975).

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance shall take effect upon its adoption and publication as 
required by law. 

SECTION 4. That this Ordinance shall be posted in four public places, City Hall, Post 
Office, Calera Public Library, A and R Supermarkets and posted to the City of Calera 
Website. 
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Council Member Watts moved that unanimous consent of the Council be given for immediate 
action upon said Ordinance.  Council Member Byers seconded said motion and upon vote the 
results were:

AYES: Montgomery, Morgan, Graham, Cost, Byers, Turner, Watts   

NAYS:   None

The Mayor declared said motion carried and unanimous consent given.

Council Member Cost moved that Ordinance No. 2025-05 be adopted, which motion was 
seconded by Council Member Morgan and upon vote the results were as follows:

AYES: Montgomery, Morgan, Graham, Cost, Byers, Turner, Watts 

NAYS:   None

Adopted this 16th  day of June 2025.

Mayor Graham declared Ordinance No. 2025-05 adopted.

_______________________                           ______________________
Connie B. Payton, City Clerk                     Jon G. Graham, Mayor
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